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Abstract

Rapid advances in science and technology, increasing changes in the needs and demands of the
customers and the market, spreading communications and increasing completion have led to
complex and ambiguous companies as well as their environments. In fact, such changes lead
to the emerging of a new era; the era of uncertainty. Some consider this amount of uncertainty
as a reason for ignoring forethought and others take it as a valuable source of opportunities. It
should be said that some people have a reactive behavior towards future transformations while
others believing that the future is affected by their present actions take a proactive and
forethoughtful approach to that. Therefore, leading organizations who have an eye for the
future, prioritize understanding the future in their agenda and gain readiness and intelligence
for the future by means of the tools for decoding their future. Regarding the fact that foresight
can emerge in various shapes and be generated from various situations depending on the
organizations, the present study is to provide a comprehensive model for the pharmaceutical
companies through integrating dynamic capabilities and corporate foresight

In order to analyze the data, the present study as a fundamental research carried out in
qualitative research tradition has benefited from “grounded theory” based on Corbin and Straus
approach. The data have been gathered by means of semi-structured interviews and the
contributors were the experts and pundits in the field of pharmaceutical industry. A total of 16
interviews were carried till saturation was reached. The results were categorized in 6
components of causal situations, central phenomenon, strategies, contextual situations and
interfere situations, and outcomes. Causal situations include industrial complexity,
technological transformation, strategic importance, changes in future situations and ambiguity
of the future. Following that, corporate foresight as the central phenomenon, flexibility
capability, Absorptive capability, training and enabling, and innovation capability as strategy,
internal and external organization factors as the interfering conditions, personal, organizational
and national factors as contextual conditions and finally organization survival, effectiveness,
competitive intelligence, risk management, decision-making improvement, development and
excellence were identified as the outcomes of corporate foresight

Key words: corporate foresight, dynamic capabilities, flexibility capability, Absorptive
capability, innovation capability.

AR R



University of Tehran
Faculty of management

Designing of the model of Corporate foresight whith emphasis on dynamic
capabilities in pharmaceutical industry

By:
Masoumeh Kazemi

Supervisor:
Seyed Mohammad Moghimi

Advisors:
Ali Asghar Pourezzat
Asadollah Kordnaij

A dissertation submitted to the office of graduate studies of Tehran University in
partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of doctor of in Futures Studies

March 2019

Yo



