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When it doesn't feel riéht, go left

*The one who follows the crowd will usually go no
further than the crowd. The one who walks alone is
likely to find himself in places no one has ever been
before.” -Albert Einstein
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Abstract

Images of the future are inextricably linked to desires, values and human ideals.
Therefore, investigation of future images in at the heart of futuristic activities and
their systematic exploration as well as the constituent components is one of the
interests and responsibility of futurists. These images including individual to
global, optimistic to pessimistic, short-term to long-term etc comprise a
bewildering array of subsets. The most important issue in investigation of future
images is their role in shaping social changes. Future images beside value are the
most significant building blocks of social changes. Ergo, this dissertation as a
fundamental study in qualitative research tradition deploys a blend of thematic
analysis and causal layered analysis to explore the images of future of Iranian
society among the educated young. The data was gathered through semi-structured
interview and the participants were the students of graduate level at University of
Tehran. Finally, having conducted 17 interviews the information saturation was
reached. Each interview lasted between 45 to 90 minutes and the data analysis was
done immediately after each interview. The results show that images of future
among participant include seven key components: 1. Historical monuments of the
past, 2. The weight of the present time 3. The road taken by the descendents, 4.
Conjectures about future, 5. The shadow of the society, 6. Regrets, inabilities and
shortages and 7. Understanding future. In the next step, the findings were analyzed
using casual layered analysis. In each layer depending on the nature of it, seven
key themes were found and their peripheral themes were extracted and their central
propositions were found in all four layers. This layered analysis culminated in a
deeper understanding of future images and its constituent components. The final
results show that images of the future do not converge toward a preferable future
and the understanding future in related to a viewpoint out of the reach of future.

Keywords

Futures studies, Images of the future, Preferable futures, Qualitative analysis,
Thematic analysis, Casual Layered Analysis, Young people
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